
Religious Education
at Heartwood Federation

“The principal aim for religious education in Gloucestershire is for pupils to 
understand how worldviews influence people’s lives, including their own, 
through the study of religious and non-religious worldviews, so that they 
better understand themselves and the world around them, and become 

better equipped to contribute to and flourish in society.” 
Gloucestershire Agreed Syllabus 2025-2030

 

At Heartwood Federation, our Religious Education curriculum reflects our 
vision: "Together, we place children at the heart, nurturing love, respect and 
life-long learning." Rooted in our core values of Love, Respect and 
Perseverance, RE is designed to ensure that every child, regardless of 
background, starting point or need, develops the knowledge, understanding 
and skills to thrive in a diverse and ever-changing world.
Through the study of religious and non-religious world views, pupils learn how 
beliefs, values and experiences shape people's lives, including their own. RE 
encourages children to think deeply, ask meaningful questions, engage 
respectfully with different perspectives and develop a greater understanding 
of themselves, others and the world around them.
In line with the Gloucestershire Agreed Syllabus, our RE curriculum enables 
pupils to:
• Understand how religious and non-religious world views influence people's 

lives.
• Engage with world views in thoughtful and scholarly ways.
• Develop a deeper understanding of themselves, others and their own 

personal world views.
Through RE, we nurture curious, reflective and respectful learners who are 
well-equipped to contribute positively and flourish in society
cross our Federation, children are at the heart of everything we do. We are 
committed to ensuring that every child feels safe, valued and loved, enabling 
them to grow in confidence, develop a sense of belonging and thrive as 
unique individuals.

Sequencing of Content

At Heartwood, the content of RE is 
based upon the Agreed Syllabus for 
Gloucestershire 2025-2030 and the 
Understanding Christianity 
resources.

The subject content is spiral with 
theological concepts and religions 
studied being revisited across the 
Key Stages. 

Big ideas

• Making sense of belief.
• Understanding the impact.
• Making connections.
• Theological concepts in 

Christianity of: Creation, God, 
People of God, Kingdom of God, 
Incarnation, Gospel and Salvation.

• Learning based around the faiths 
of Christians, Jews, Muslims and 
Hindus, and of the Humanist and 
non-religious worldviews.

Deepening Concepts

Deeper thinking is encouraged through 
making links between learning about 
different faiths, finding similarities and 
differences. Reflection on learning in 
light of one’s own beliefs is also 
encouraged. 

Visits to and visitors from faith 
communities are used as a way of 
deepening understanding where 
possible.

Retrieval Practice

Working walls and a “big question” are 
used and revisited for retrieval practice.

Lessons start with links back to 
previous learning and end with the 
completion of a learning log, recapping 
learning in each lesson.

Key vocabulary is emphasised in every 
lesson.
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